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judged; and as it is practice that really determines
the character, we may rest satisfied, that if, on the
whole, our lives be tolerably good, we shall escape
with little or no punishment, and through Jesus
Christ our Lord, shall be finally partakers of heavenly
felicity."
We cannot dive into the human heart, and there-
fore should always speak with caution and diffidence,
when, from external appearances or declarations, we
are affirming the existence of any internal principles
and feelings; especially as we are liable to be mis-
led by the ambiguities of language, or by the inac-
curacy with \yhich others may express themselves.
But it is sometimes not difficult to any one who is
accustomed, if the phrase may be allowed, to the
anatomy of the human mind, to discern, that gene-
rally speaking, the persons who use the above lan-
guage rely not so much on the merits of Christ, and
on the agency of Divine Grace, as on their own
power of fulfilling the moderated requisitions of Di-
vine Justice. He will hence therefore discover in
them a disposition, rather to extenuate the malignity
of their disease, than to magnify the excellence of
the proffered remedy. He will find them apt to
palliate in themselves what they cannot fully justify,
to enhance the merit of what they believe to be their
good qualities and commendable actions, to set, as
it were in an account, the good against the bad; and
if the result be not very unfavourable, they conceive
that they shall foe entitled to claim the benefits of
our Saviour's sufferings as a thing of course. They
have little idea, so little, that it might almost be
affirmed that they have no idea at all, of the import-
ance or difficulty of the duty of what the Scripture
calls " submitting ourselves to the righteousness of
God;" or of our proneness rather to justify ourselves
in his sight, than, in the language of imploring peni-
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